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Government Moves to Enable
Overseas Voting Ahead of
March Elections!
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With the election date already set for March 5, 2026, the government has taken
a long-awaited step toward enabling Nepali citizens living abroad to vote. A
draft to amend election laws has been prepared by the Ministry of
Home Affairs and submitted to the Election Commission for review. It has
opened a door for a long-debated reform that could potentially reshape
Nepal's electoral landscape.

Rough estimates suggest that nearly 30 percent of Nepal's eligible voters
currently live outside the country. Their exclusion from the electoral process
has been a persistent gap in Nepal's democratic practice. Although the
Supreme Court issued a directive back in 2018 instructing the government and
the Election Commission to make necessary arrangements for migrant voting,
the provision was ignored in two consecutive national elections. Major
political parties have often cited logistical hurdles and financial burden as key
reasons for their reluctance. As of now, overseas voting remains a top priority
of the Gen-Z groups that see migrant voting rights as fundamental to electoral
inclusion and legitimacy.

The new draft ordinance introduces several enabling provisions. It authorizes
the Election Commission to collect data of eligible voters abroad and prepare
a temporary voter list. This could be done via diplomatic missions, other
authorized bodies, online registration, or even during the process of obtaining
passports or national identity cards. The Government of Nepal may designate
Nepali embassies and consulates as polling centers by publishing notices in
the Nepal Gazette. Under this arrangement, Nepali citizens abroad would be
able to cast their ballots for the proportional representation system. The
Commission would further determine operational modalities, including
identification, polling procedures, and post-poll vote counting — which would
take place at a designated location by appointed election officers.

If effectively implemented, these provisions would mark a historic expansion
of electoral participation, making elections more inclusive of the voices that
fuel Nepal's economy from overseas. The key question now is whether the
government can move swiftly enough — finalizing legislation, arranging
logistics, and ensuring secure and accessible systems for millions of migrant
voters. Moreover, the government could also look into efficient and
technology-driven solutions such as digital authentication, online voting
models, or even to ease the process. The draft
signals progress, but the urgency of implementation will test the government's
commitment to electoral inclusion.

Governance Issues of the Week

1. Bridge delay leaves 150,000 stranded for eight years: Over 150,000
people in Bardiya continue to face major mobility challenges as the
bridge over the Babai River—linking Gulariya and Barbardiya
municipalities—remains unreconstructed eight years after floods
swept it away. A budget proposal submitted two years ago is still
pending approval from the Ministry of Finance and the National
Planning Commission. The project suffered a major setback after
the contract with Pappu Construction was terminated when the
partially built bridge collapsed in 2017 before handover. Read More

2. Over 1,000 personnel resign from Nepal Police and Armed Police
Force: Around 450 Nepal Police personnel and 550 Armed Police
Force members, including officers and lower ranks, have recently
resigned, mostly citing family or personal reasons. Officials
acknowledge the resignations have surged since the September 8
incident in which police killed 19 protesters. The following day,
protesters attacked police posts, looting more than 1,200 weapons
and leaving three officers dead. The missing ammunition and rising
insecurity have further lowered morale and raised nationwide
security concerns. Read More

3. SC asks government for clarification over Karki Commision: The
Interim Government has been directed to submit a written reply by
a division bench of the Supreme court following a writ questioning
the Commission's impartiality, citing concerns over public remarks
made by the commission's members before investigation started.
The writ names commission chair Gauri Bahadur Karki, members
Bigyan Raj Sharma and Bishweshwar Prasad Bhandari, and the
Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers as defendants.
Read More

4. UAE bars entry for workers with valid work permits: The UAE has
stopped issuing work and visit visas to Nepalis following the
September 8—-9 protests. Now, nearly 5000 Nepali workers with
valid work permits issued by UAE have been restricted from
travelling. The Gulf nation remains the top destination for Nepali
migrant workers, accounting for about 40% of total labor permits.
Recruitment agencies and businesses are urging the Nepali
government to engage diplomatically and clarify that only prison
escapees are on the passport blacklist to address UAE's security
concerns. Read More

5. Nation facing acute family planning means shortage: Bagmati
Province's Health Logistics Management Centre only has 200
Depo-Provera birth control shots, and 350 Intrauterine Devices.
Other provinces have also struggled with shortages since early
2025. This could lead to higher unexpected pregnancies and
subsequent unsafe abortions, as almost half of the nation's
pregnancies are unplanned and two-thirds of them end in
abortions. Inadequate funding, rise in the dollar's value and
termination of USAID have been cited as causes behind the
shortage. Nepal's Family Planning programmes require NPR 540
million, but only 100 million was allocated, which too was raised
from NPR 60 million. Read More

6. Melamchi Water Halted Over Unmet Demands: Residents of
Helambu Rural Municipality have blocked the Melamchi Drinking
water flow, restricting daily supply of around 200 million litres of
water to the Kathmandu Valley. The protestors accuse the
government of failing to implement a 10-point agreement signed
last year between the Melamchi Drinking Water Struggle Committee
and the Ministry of Water Supply. The commitments included a
decision on 25% revenue sharing within three months, rebuilding
the Melamchi-Helambu road, compensation for families displaced
by the 2078 floods, and funding for the municipal building.

Read More
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