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26th August 2026 is now recorded as one of the dreadful days in Nepal's recent history, as an
unprecedented and massive flood struck in its central region, causing widespread loss of life and property.
The flood in Bhotekoshi, triggered by glacial outburst, resulted in significant damage to human lives,
property, and critical infrastructure, impacting three districts directly. 

We have compiled a comprehensive breakdown of the events - including mobilization, rescue and relief
operations, preliminary damage assessments, and government funding, including the collections at Prime
Minister's National Disaster Relief Fund and contributions from the international community.

Where did the flood originate?

The flood entered Nepal through Timmure, a town bordering Tibet, China in the morning of 26th August.
Initial reports attributed the disaster to an earthquake-induced glacial burst in Tibet. But the reason was
later disputed by the Chinese embassy, which stated that the flood originated in Nepal and was triggered
by an avalanche caused either by an earthquake or an earthquake-like shock. However, it was later
confirmed that the floods were triggered by glacial collapse. According to the USGS, the seismic event with
the magnitude 5.2 detected as to the disaster was caused by the glacial collapse rather than an
earthquake.

Search and rescue operations: 

The government has deployed 20,819 security personnel,including 8,722 military personnel, 7,894 Nepal Police
personnel and 4,203 Armed Police Force (APF) personnel. Rescue efforts have been taking place, government,
military and private sector resources are being pooled for effective rescue operations. 

Reports of missing persons are being asked and collected by the government, civil service organizations, and
disaster relief organizations. Social media pages and groups have also been aiding the government by
collecting information, relief materials and more. 

As of August 31, 2026, 903 bodies have been recovered. Security forces have rescued 10,451 people, including
267 injured individuals of whom 156 have been discharged. However, 4.274 remain unaccounted for, including
1,558 from Nuwakot, 865 from Rasuwa, 592 foreign nationals, 127 Nepalis accompanying foreigners. 933
people missing were associated with hydropower projects across the affected districts. 411 helicopter flight
operations have rescued 3,344 Nepalis and 252 foreign nationals.

Preserving and identifying bodies has been a major challenge, unidentified bodies are stored at 21 hospitals
across various districts. Temporary mass burials have been started in the forests of Devghat, Chitwan to
prevent spread of diseases as bodies have started decomposing.

Infrastructural Damage:

Preliminary federal estimates suggest damage to the economy exceeding NPR 200 billion.In Nuwakot alone
1500 families have been displaced, the number will increase once damage reporting will start through local
governments of affected districts of Rasuwa, Dhading and more. The government has stated that it will take
responsibility for rehabilitating flood-victims. 
The detailed damage reports will be collected with the aid of impacted local governments. 

Reports have shown at least NPR 2 billion worth of damage in roads alone. The vital roadway connecting
Rasuwa to the national transportation network has been washed away, Rasuwa’s customs has been swept
away with 200 cargo trucks, about 500-700 consumer vehicles and other imported goods worth billions. The
bridge connecting Dhading district’s headquarters with the national highway network has been demolished.
45 suspension bridges and 35 concrete bridges have been demolished.

According to Nepal Electricity Authority the 220kV, and the 220kV 3B Hub substation at Trishuli has been
destroyed, and power flow has been disrupted as six transmission lines have been disrupted in Rasuwa,
including Samundratar-Trishuli 132 kV line, Chilime-Trishuli kV line, The Chilime Hub-Trishuli 3B Hub - Matatirtha
220 kV line and Trishuli-Balaju 66 kV line. 

How do we show our support?

Donate to the Government of Nepal Prime Minister’s Disaster Relief Fund
 

Material Relief: Contact District Administration Offices of your respective districts to
coordinate material donation. Other options include:

1. International Relief (Air Cargo): National Emergency Operation Centre Warehouse at
Tribhuvan International Airport, Kathmandu. (Contact: Shraddha Bhattarai, WFP
Representative – +977 9841879222)

2.Domestic Relief (Nuwakot Area): Nepal Army’s Maithali Barracks in Battar, Nuwakot.
(Contact: Aabishkar, Nepali Army – +977 9851234324)

3.Domestic Relief (Dhading Area): Baireni Barracks in Dhading. (Contact: Dilip Ghale – +977
9851154226)

Sensitivity: Support during disaster situations can also come from a place of sensitivity
towards the deceased, their families and the injured. Sharing personal accounts, photos,
videos and captions engaged and exchanged across social media platforms should respect
personal dignity, avoid sensationalizing tragedy and refrain from sharing graphic imagery of
victims. 

Donating through the right channels: The government has barred individuals and groups
from collecting and distributing material. Thus civil groups and individuals who had been
collecting materials are requested to hand it over to the government for a transparent and
need-based relief delivery, collection-drives and fund-raising have been declared illegal by
the finance ministry and the home ministry has been ordered to halt any private or group
based fundraising activities.

Disclaimer: The figures in this report were verified at 3:00 PM Aug 31/2026. The figures and data
have been secondarily sourced by real-time updates from eKantipur, OnlineKhabar, other national
and international news agencies, NDRRMA, UN agencies and other international agencies. 
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Funds for Immediate Programs, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction: Domestic and
Foreign pledges: 

The Prime Minister’s Disaster Relief Fund has collected NPR 5.024 billion, and an additional USD 2.1 million has
been deposited into accounts at Himalayan Bank and Laxmi Bank accounts. The fund already had NPR 2.17
billion funds for relief, rescue and other immediate actions. It has been assured that the funds will not be an
issue for immediate disaster management. 

Entity  Amount

World Bank + India + China + US (joint pledge to Nepal's relief fund) 

World Bank (separately floated emergency assistance figure) 

United States (State Department, bilateral)

UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 

Australia 

IFRC 

Switzerland

China

EU 

$229 million 

up to NPR 25 billion (~$180M) 

$500,000 

$2.5 million 

$3.6 million 

~$1.2 million 

$1 million

$2 million cash + $200,00(Red Cross) +
50 tonnes in-kind

EUR 2 million + ~EUR 3 million
committed 

The National Disaster Risk Reduction Authority(NDRRMA) was convened under
the Home Minister.
Nationwide Emergency Warnings were issued.

The National Disaster Risk Reduction Authority(NDRRMA) was convened under
the Home Minister.
Nationwide Emergency Warnings were issued.

Time Event

Seismic activity recorded after Glacial rock collapses on to Lehnde Khola
causing flash flooding.

Timure and Syaprubesi, Rasuwa District get inundated.
PM Balen Shah gets informed on the disaster.
Immediate orders issued for search and rescue.
Nuwakot and Downstream Alerted

8:37 AM

8:40 AM- 9:00 AM

9:15 AM - 9:35 AM

9:15 AM - 9:35 AM

The Prime Minister informs the public about actions being taken.10:37 AM

National Disaster Council(NDC) Meeting convened at the PMO, participants
included Cabinet ministers, Opposition leaders, MPs of affected districts and
Security officials.

11:00 AM

After the NDC meeting, a Cabinet of Ministers meeting was called: which made
key decision like:
Disaster Crisis Zone Declaration
Full Mobilization of security forces
Helicopter Mobilization: Including Private Helicopters
Free Medical Treatment
Compensation and Assistance for families 
Relaxed Drone Restrictions.

12:30 PM

Nepal Governance Weekly is an analytical update of Nepal's current affairs based
on media and real sources mining, to sensitize the communities on hot news on

various political, economic, governance, and policy issues from the perspective of
accountability.

Bhotekoshi Flood 2026: A Snapshot of
Damages and Response Efforts! 

Copyright © 2026 Accountability Lab Nepal, All rights reserved.

https://www.instagram.com/accountlabnp
http://www.nepal.accountabilitylab.org/
https://www.facebook.com/accountlabnp
https://www.tiktok.com/@accountlabnp?_r=1&_t=ZS-96XoEXpBEy9
https://www.onlinekhabar.com/2026/08/2004782/chinese-embassy-objects-to-accusations-that-china-did-not-provide-timely-information
https://thenorthlines.com/nepal-floods-triggered-by-glacial-collapse-not-quake-usgs/
https://thenorthlines.com/nepal-floods-triggered-by-glacial-collapse-not-quake-usgs/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/08/31/death-toll-from-bhotekoshi-flood-reaches-903?fbclid=IwY2xjawUCBKhwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZVU2w1OFBVcnNTVHVyYmNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexwjNIrCkIikH25HGKxFPTTe4n-VTPwRG0AN3l4TEu1b4-r42YkBHesWlMy4_aem_E1ljvx1Cr1LAXjMPMbi2OQ
https://english.onlinekhabar.com/bhotekoshi-floods-massive-losses.html
https://english.onlinekhabar.com/flood-leaves-nuwakot-in-ruins.html
https://www.onlinekhabar.com/2026/08/2004932/details-of-flood-damage-will-be-collected-through-the-relevant-local-levels
https://www.nayapatrikadaily.com/news-details/203262/2026-08-27
https://pmdrf.nchl.com.np/
https://kathmandupost.com/money/2026/08/27/what-is-the-nepal-government-s-one-door-system-for-flood-relief
https://ekantipur.com/news/2026/08/26/bhotekoshi-flood-what-did-the-government-do-17-09.html
https://ekantipur.com/news/2026/08/26/bhotekoshi-flood-what-did-the-government-do-17-09.html
https://ekantipur.com/news/2026/08/26/17877170054081721.html/178791021417589576.html
https://ekantipur.com/news/2026/08/26/17877170054081721.html/178791021417589576.html
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-responsehttps:/unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://www.wionews.com/world/nepal-floods-157-dead-400-missing-us-india-china-world-bank-mobilise-aid-1787791144479
https://www.wionews.com/world/nepal-floods-157-dead-400-missing-us-india-china-world-bank-mobilise-aid-1787791144479
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/27/nepal-tibet-floods-what-happened-what-caused-them-and-who-is-missing
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/27/nepal-tibet-floods-what-happened-what-caused-them-and-who-is-missing
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/nepal-ifrc-releases-emergency-funds-flash-floods-leave-communities-isolated
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/27/nepal-tibet-floods-what-happened-what-caused-them-and-who-is-missing
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/news/china-provides-rs-336-million-in-cash-aid-to-nepals-flood-victims-39-96.html
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/news-stories/news/eu-allocates-eur2-million-humanitarian-aid-support-victims-flash-flood-nepal-2026-08-28_en
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/nepal-un-and-partners-mobilise-funding-government-led-flood-response
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19B4tNieHf/

	Nepal
	GOVERNANCE WEEKLY
	Bhotekoshi Flood 2026: A Snapshot of Damages and Response Efforts!
	Initial Hours of August 26:
	Time
	Event

	Entity



